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■ There are many beautiful houses in the MidCoast region of 
NSW. Ranging from early colonial to simple beach shacks. If 
you are vaguely interested in researching the history of your 
house then read on. 

■ This presentation identifies key local resources to help you 
research your house or property and most of them are free. 



Sources
1 •Maps

2 •Rate 
Books

3 •Trove

4 •Photos

5 •Electoral 
rolls



Maps

Historical maps are 
great sources of 
information about your 
area. Visit your local 
library, museum or 
family history group to 
view. The NSW Land 
Registry Service’s 
online HLRV offers free 
views. 

1899 map of Taree, MidCoast Council.



Map of Taree circa 1915, MidCoast Council.

Historical maps 
identify the names 
of land holders.



Historic rate books

Historic rate and 
valuation books for 
Taree, Wingham and 
the Manning Shire 
were rescued in 2015 
and volunteers have 
been transcribing them 
since. 

They offer invaluable 
information about land 
ownership.

For more information 
see the ‘Rate Books’ 
tab on this website



Rate books used 
Section and Lot 
numbers to identify 
properties. This map of 
Taree allows you to use 
the information from 
the rate books and 
trace your property on 
this map. 

The Beehive Building in 
Victoria Street, Taree for 
example is situated in 
Section 2, Lot 2. 



National Library of Australia
TROVE An amazing resource 

which has digitised
Australian newspapers 
from 1803 to about 
1955 and are available 
to the public for free. 
There are also images, 
maps, etc. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/

Just put in an address or 
search terms and see 
what comes up. You can 
narrow your search 
using filters. 



Trove digital newspapers

Dungog Chronicle, 10 December 1915, National Library of Australia. Trove. 
Digitised newspapers and more https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/ 

This small article 
provides 
information about 
the property, 
including the owner 
and when 
extensions were 
approved. 



Photographs

Childhood home shared on Facebook, J Roberts. 

Social media 
such as 
Facebook 
offers great 
opportunities 
to explore your 
house’s history. 



Electoral rolls

Australia Electoral Rolls, 1930, NSW, Robertson, Gloucester, Ancestry.com.au

Electoral rolls are 
available at libraries 
and online using 
Ancestry.com.au or 
Findmypast.com.au.

You can access 
these programs at 
your local history 
societies and 
libraries without 
taking out a 
subscription. 



Talk

■ Talk to your neighbours about the history 
of your house or property. 

■ Local family history societies and 
museums may have hidden treasures 
about your place. 

■ You never know what doors may open. 


